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With more than 200 flooring companies in Edmonton,
how does a single company stand out? For Mike
McCormick and Markus Gerbrandt, co-owners of
World Floorcoverings, it comes down to two things:
reputation and service.

McCormick and Gerbrandt are old high school
friends. While McCormick went quickly into a floor-
ing career after graduation, Gerbrandt entered
the worlds of sports, moving to Norway to join a
hockey team. Over time, McCormick was ready to
expand his career and Gerbrandt’s time on the ice
was winding down. They joined forces and worked
at a flooring company before purchasing World
Floorcoverings in 2021.

Originally, the company had been launched by the
Cook family in 2001 and for 20 years, the business
grew steadily. When the Cooks were looking for a
buyer, they had several eager entrepreneurs and
even successful businesspeople ready to assume
the mantle. It has never been lost on McCormick and
Gerbrandt that, despite all of the other offers, the
Cooks took notice of them.

McCormick says, “The Cooks grew the company for
two decades with integrity and care. They saw how
motivated we were to carry on their vision and to build
on the foundation they had set.”

Gerbrandt agrees, noting, “They trusted us. They
believed in us. That meant everything.”

The Cooks also knew the duo had a vision to take the
brand even further — and they did.

“We certainly put our own spin on things,” laughs
Gerbrandt, noting how they combine their unique
leadership styles to run World Floorcoverings and
build the internal corporate culture, while also empow-
ering the growing team to bring their own ideas to the
table and shine in their own rights.

“A lot of companies say, ‘family atmosphere,’” adds
McCormick, “but we really mean that here. From the
team to the clients, installers and contractors, we
want everyone to feel like they belong. Sure, we are
very focused and efficient, but that doesn’t mean we
also can’t be friendly and personable. This isn’t just a
job. It’s our daily lives, so we find ways to keep things
light and fun — while always getting the job done.”

After McCormick and Gerbrandt purchased the brand,
they had seven on the team. Now they are on their
way to a core staff of 30 — and for each and every one,
from the warehouse to the showroom floor, the value
of service is paramount.

“With so much competition, our commitment to ser-
vice really helps us stand out,” Gerbrandt explains.
“When you think about it, how often do you change
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your flooring? Once, maybe twice during the time you
own your home. It’s also a significant investment. The
range and availability of the products, the scheduling,
the installation — it all becomes part of the experience;
and, that is an experience that you remember and talk
about with others.”

McCormick adds, “Providing one of the largest selec-
tions of products in the city at a variety of price points,
backed by the service for which we have become well
known, has organically grown World Floorcoverings
year over year since we started. We are fortunate to
have built outstanding relationships that have allowed
us to work with many of our clients for years. This
loyalty is something we never take for granted. We
understand that in a competitive market, there is
always another business just down the street. That
awareness drives us to stay on top of our game and
constantly seek ways to improve.”

Long before McCormick and Gerbrandt set their sights
on ownership, they shared a lifelong passion for giv-
ing back. To them, part of service is being active in
the community. With a like-minded team by their side,
they consider World Floorcoverings to be the ideal
platform to give back in very meaningful ways. While
the company is actively involved with the Make-A-
Wish Foundation, Youcan Youth Services, Motionball,
the Ben Stetler Foundation and more, they are per-

COMPANY PROFILE / WORLD FLOORCOVERINGS 03




haps best known for a special event they spearhead
— an event that crossed a big milestone this year.

World Floorcoverings launched an annual bonspiel in
support of Kids Kottage, a non-profit organization that
provides a lifeline for families navigating crisis, offer-
ing both a safe haven for children and support for their
caregivers. While children receive care in a nurturing
and secure environment, their parents and caregivers
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are given the resources necessary to overcome chal-
lenges and move forward.

World Floorcovering was pleased to raise $60,000
over the first two years of running the bonspiel, and
that translated to more than 440 nights of safety for
children in crisis. They aimed to top $100,000 col-
lectively, and with raising $50,000 in year three, they
more than met that goal.

Congratulations
World Floorcoverings
for 25 Years.

\WWe are proud to be your partner.

W Shaw

FLOORS

shawfloors.com
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http://www.shawfloors.com

WORLD FLOORCOVERINGS

World Floorcoverings

Celebrating 25 Years of Success

Beaulieu Canada is proud to congratulate you on
your 25th anniversary. This milestone highlights your
achievements and the valued relationships that
continue to strengthen our industry.

B oecaulieu

beaulieucanada.com | [GICIOIO)



http://www.worldfloorcoverings.com
http://www.beaulieucanada.com
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Congratulations World Floorcoverings! g_f/ LAUZON ACJ
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Lauzon is proud to congratulate
40 years of World Floorcoverings
vi sion on their 25th anniversary.

Celebrating this milestone with an organization that
. . shares our commitment to quality, innovation, and
InSplratlon excellence in the flooring industry is truly

A meaningful. We are honored to count World Floor
InnOVat|0n Coverings among our valued partners and look
Evolution forward to continuing our successful collaboration.

EXPERT

CONGRATULATIONS
World Floorcoverings
on 25 Years!
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SHAMROCK

FLOORING ACCESSORIES

shamrockflooring.com
ET0pZela sl (e [WeTolo Relolia® |auzoncollection.com - lauzonexpert.com

Congratulations

%M E L E S S World Floorcoverings on 25 years.

WOOD FLOORS

timelesswoodfloors.ca
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